
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLOUR OF BUOYS & FLAGS 
 
1. Orange Bouy – Must be kept on left – Disqualification   
2. White Bouy – Disqualified if running on the inside 
3. Yellow Bouy – As per white bouys     
4. Orange Turn Bouy (Susan Island) – Keep on left DISQ 
5. Orange Turn Bouy (Harwood Bridge) – Keep on left DISQ   
6. Black & White Start/Finish Bouy – See Notes Below 
7. Pink Bouys – Permanent boat moorings – Pass either side 
8. Green Flag – Course Open      
9. Yellow Flag – Caution 
10. Red Flag – STOP – Ferry Crossing     
 
START AREA 
 
A 10 MINUTE HOOTER WILL SOUND INDICATING ALL BOATS TO LEAVE THE BANK. BOATS THAT ARE NOT IN THE START 

AREA PRIOR TO THE RAISING OF THE AUSTRALIAN FLAG & GREEN FLAG (5 MINUTES TO RACE START) WILL NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO START THE RACE.  

NO EXCEPTIONS AND THIS RULE WILL BE ENFORCED. 
 
1. STARTER IS ON THE HOUSEBOAT MOORED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE RIVER. 
2. SUPERCLASS BOATS WILL START ONE (1) BOAT EVERY MINUTE. ALL SUPERCLASS BOATS WILL START ON THE 

RIGHT HAND SIDE OF THE START BOAT 
3. ALL OTHER BOATS WILL START TWO (2) BOATS EVERY MINUTE. ODD NUMBERS WILL START ON THE LEFT OF THE 

START BOAT AND EVEN NUMBERS TO THE RIGHT 
4. AUSTRALIAN FLAG AND GREEN FLAG WILL BE RAISED WITH FIVE (5) MINUTES TO RACE START 
5. GREEN FLAG WILL BE DROPPED WITH 30 SECONDS TO START (SKIERS TO ENTER THE WATER). NOTE SKIERS ARE 

NOT TO ENTER THE WATER PRIOR TO GREEN FLAG BEING DROPPED. 
6. AUSTRALIAN FLAG WILL GO BE DROPPED ON GO. THE AUSTRALIAN FLAG AND THE GREEN FLAG WILL BE RAISED 

AGAIN AND THE ABOVE PROCEDURE WILL BE REPEATED. 
7. NO POWER TURNS ARE PERMITTED. 
8. AFTER 2 FAILED STARTS – MOVE FROM THE START AREA 
 

COURSE 
HELICOPTER MAY FOLLOW – BEWARE OF BIRDS 
 
1. PROCEED UPSTREAM – Slightly moving across to the left hand side of the river. Please be aware of any boats on your inside. 
2. LITTLE ISLAND – You will pass between the Big Island (on your left), and the Little Island (on your right).  After passing the Little Island 

(on your right), do not push over to the right, (for better line into the turn buoy), as shallow water exists. 
3. TOP TURN BUOY (Large Square Orange Bouy) – Located approximately 500 metres upstream.  A small orange lead-up buoy will be 

positioned approximately 100 metres before the turn buoy. At the exit to this turn there will be 2 white buoys. Keep these on your right as 
shallow water and rocks exist. 

4. PROCEED DOWNSTREAM staying approximately 100 metres off the bank.  You will come across an orange buoy approximately two-
thirds the way down the island, this must be kept on your left. When you approach the bottom end of the island do not cut the point as a 
sandbar runs out for approximately 250 metres.  A series of orange buoys will lead you to the Grafton bridge 

5. UNDER GRAFTON BRIDGE – (This is the only bridge that you will pass under) a Black arrow on an Orange background on the bridge will 
show which span to go under.  An Orange buoy is located 150 metres on either side of the Bridge, and another Orange separation buoy 
approximately 400 metres downstream of the Bridge and orange separators are all the way to Elizabeth Island. These must be kept on your 
left. 

6. ELIZABETH ISLAND – Approximately 3 kilometres from Grafton Bridge.  Keep the island on your right going down.  Yellow buoys mark 
the wrong channel (shallow).  Halfway down the Island a stony sandbar exists – DO NOT CUT THIS CORNER.  Orange separation buoys 
exist here, which must bet kept on your left.  These buoys keep boats coming home in the center of the river. 

7. ULMARRA – Large orange separation buoys will be in place at the end of the Ulmarra Straight before and after the ferry. These must be 
kept on your left. A large course boat will be moored at the Ulmarra separators and this boat must also be kept on your left as an orange buoy 
will be in close proximity. 

8. ULMARRA FERRY  – Judge’s boat approximately 200 metres on either side of the ferry                
GREEN FLAG -Course open, ferry on bank proceed                       
RED FLAG  - Ferry crossing, proceed past the Judge’s Boat, drop into water and stop. 

 Watch the Judges boat NOT the ferry.  When the Judge raises the Green Flag continue racing.  Time Off is counted when you pass the 
Judge’s boat and Time On starts when the Judge raises the Green Flags.  NO CIRCLING IS PERMITTED. 

9. PROCEED TO BRUSHGROVE – Keep Humpback Concrete Bridge on your right.  Do not go under this bridge. Yellow buoys will block 
this channel.  

10. LAWRENCE SANDBAR ISLAND – Narrowest and most shallow part of the river: 
- Approximately 500 metres Grafton side of Sandbar Island.  Watch for Umbrella 
a. Tower on the hill.  When you see the Tower and the Judges Boat, Look for large orange separation buoys to be kept on your left. You 
will proceed towards Lawrence Sandbar turning left at large red MSB buoy & keeping Lawrence Sandbar on YOUR RIGHT. Yellow buoys 
will keep you off Lawrence Sandbar and shallow water. NO OVERTAKING PERMITTED THROUGH THIS PASSAGE 
b. Yellow safety buoys will block the right hand passage to the Lawrence Sandbar.  

11. Lawrence ferry – same flag procedure as at Ulmarra Ferry.  No circling permitted – NO ROOM. 
12. PROCEED DOWN RIVER – Stay on the right hand side of the river.  River swings to the right, keep orange separation buoys on your left 

and white buoys marking shallow water on your right. You will have a big hill with a rock cliff face straight in front of you. Stay in the 
middle of the river here – aim for the bitumen road going up the hill. Large orange separation buoys must be kept on your left as the river 
swings back to the left and past the town of Maclean with all the trawlers on your right.  Yellow buoys on your far right mark the WRONG 
channel and rocks.  Watch for orange separation buoys around Maclean township, keep them on your left. 



13. BOTTOM TURN BUOY – Located 250 metres this side of the Bridge.  It is a large square orange buoy.  A smaller orange lead-up buoy will 
be placed approximately 100 metres this side of the turn buoy.  After rounding turn buoy, proceed upstream back towards Grafton.  Keep all 
orange separation buoys on your left. As you head further upstream you will notice white buoys on your right marking shallow water. 

14. AFTER YOU PASS THE ROCK QUARRY (On you left) – BEWARE OF “THE BROADWATER”, A LARGE EXPANSE OF WATER 
EXISTS IN FRONT OF YOU. DO NOT ENTER, – A Course boat will be guarding this entrance.  Watch for orange separation buoys. There 
will be yellow buoys blocking the entrance to the “Broadwater” and follow the river around to your left. 

15. LAWRENCE FERRY – Some flag procedures as before – watch for Judge’s boat and flags.  Judge’s boat will be 200 metres this side of the 
ferry.  NO CIRCLING.  Pick up orange separation buoys as before. 

16. LAWRENCE SANDBAR ISLAND – Watch for the Umbrella Tower on the hill to your right.  Keep to the right hand side of the river:  
a. KEEP LAWRENCE SANDBAR ISLAND – On your left. Watch for oncoming traffic.  
b. AFTER THE FERRY – There will be a line of white safety buoys. Keep these to YOUR RIGHT till you will pick a 6 metre white 

pole on the right bank.  Keep this pole on your right. 
c. A LINE OF ORANGE CHANNEL BUOYS – will exist, which you keep on your left.. 
d. ORANGE BUOYS (On your left) – Will guide you back into the main river. 
e. WHITE SHALLOW WATER BOUYS must be kept on your right keeping you off the bank at exit of Lawrence. 

17. BEWARE OF THE LITTLE ISLAND ON THE RIGHT – Stay in main channel. Yellow buoys will block the small channel. 
18. ULMARRA FERRY – Same flag procedure as going down.  Watch for Judges green flag.  NO CIRCLING. 
19. ORANGE SEPERATIONS must be kept on your left and white shallow water buoys on your right. 
20. AFTER PASSING THE FERRY – Don’t get too close to the right hand bank, as a sandbar runs 100 metres wide and 1.5 kilometres long. 
21. ELIZABETH ISLAND – Keep this island on your left going home. Yellow buoys will exist stopping you going up the wrong channel 
22. HALFWAY UP THE ISLAND – Separation buoys must be kept on your left.  
23. COMING HOME – Stay outside moored yachts. 
24. GRAFTON BRIDGE – Orange buoys on your left.  Black arrow on Orange Background show correct spans to pass under.  DO NOT USE 

THE SPAN CLOSEST TO RIGHT HAND BANK – AS THICK WEED AND SHALLOW WATER EXIST, ALL THE WAY TO THE 
FINISH LINE.  STAY 100 METRES OFF THE BANK ALL THE WAY.  

25. YELLOW SAFETY BUOY – Off the Crown Hotel Wharf – Must be kept on the right. 
26. FINISH BUOY – Black and White – Must be kept on your left. 

a. 500 METRES PAST THE FINISH BUOY – White run-out buoys exist.  Keep these buoys on your right. 
b. NO POWER TURNS PERMITTED IN THIS AREA. 
c. Teams losing a skier on the finish line must proceed through to drop off area. A pick up boat will retrieve your skier. 

27. RETURN TO BANK at the Crown Hotel (UNDER TOW). 
a. NO BOATS TO IDLE BACK – Tow boats will tow all boats back to beach. Boats must provide own tow ropes 
b. CROWN HOTEL RAMP – No boats to use this ramp except outright winner and boats instructed to go to scrutineering. 
c. NO BOATS CAN PROCEED DOWNSTREAM – Until the Chief Judge opens the course. 

28. BOATS UNABLE TO FINISH the race in full race trim with their skiers in tow must stay on the bank until the last competitor has passed 
their position on the return leg and sweep boat with green flag has opened the river. 

29. NO ALCOHOL TO BE IN BOATS OR CONSUMED AFTER THE RACE WHILST STILL ON THE WATER. (WATERWAYS 
REGULATION). 

 

TIMETABLE OF EVENTS 
 
  SATURDAY 
  Breathtesting for Driver & Observer (Sat Events)  6.45am Saturday – Grafton Community Centre, Duke St 
  Crown Duel Shootout Briefing    7.30 am Saturday – Grafton Community Centre, Duke St 
  Tadpoles & Veterans Expert Briefing   7.30 am Saturday – Grafton Community Centre, Duke St 
  Bridge to Bridge Race Briefing    7.30 am Saturday – Grafton Community Centre, Duke St 
  Breathtesting for Skiers (Shootout)   8.30 am to 10.00 am  - Big River Ski Lodge 
  Boat Ramps Close      9.30 am Saturday 
  Crown Duel Shootout Race Start    10.30 am Saturday 
  Breathtesting for Veterans (Skiers)   Big River Ski Lodge (Time TBA)  
  Tadpoles & Veterans Race Start    At completion to shootout – No refueling between events 
  Street Parade     1.00pm (Boats to be marshaled in Showground – Prince St) 
  SUNDAY    
  Boat Ramps Closed     8.15 am Sunday 
  Bridge to Bridge Race Start Time    9.00 am Sunday 
  Presentation     3.30pm Sunday – Near Crown Hotel  
 

TECHNICAL SCRUTINEERING PROCEDURE 
 
The following classes will be subject to technical scrutineering to be conducted at the Grafton Showground, which is located in Prince St 
- Under 8 Litre 
- Under 6 Litre 
- Under 5.2 Litre 
- Stock Inboard  
The following classes will be subject to technical scrutineering to be conducted at venue to be advised. 
- MOC 
- SMOC 
- F2 
- Under 2.5 Litre 
Officials will be manning the route at each intersection to ensure placegetters do not deviate from Prince Street route to scrutineering. 
At scrutineering, the area will have an in and an out gate.  The in gate is the one closest to the roundabout at the Motor Inn.  You will be shown the 
out gate at scrutineering. 
Once you have been passed at scrutineering you must vacate the area.  As per the rules only one person from the crew must accompany the boat. 
All boats not having to go to scrutineering will remain on the bank until the course is open for you to proceed to the boat ramps. 
Any engine class boats that are required for scrutineering but are retrieved from other ramps will have their numbers taken and receive instant 
disqualification. 
    
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLOUR OF BUOYS & FLAGS 
 
1. Orange Bouy – Must be kept on left – DISQ   
2. White Bouy – Disqualified if running on the inside - DISQ 
3. Yellow Bouy – As per white bouys     
4. Orange Turn Bouy (Susan Island) – Keep on left - DISQ 
5. Black & White Start/Finish Bouy – Keep on left - DISQ 
6. Green Flag – Course Open      
7. Yellow Flag – Caution 
 
After the completion of briefing all competitors will be requested to launch their boats and head up river to the Big River Ski Lodge. 
Please note that NSW Maritime have issued a warning that they will be patrolling bow riding. 
Upon approaching the Ski Lodge you will see a large houseboat on the right of the river. This will be the start boat. Please keep a 
close eye on this boat to ensure you don’t miss your wave. Large numbers will be on display at the rear of the start boat to advise of 
wave numbers.  
Start format will be 5 boats per wave with a 2 minute gap between waves. Pole 1 will be closest to start boat and pole 5 will be 
closest to ski lodge bank. 
Boats should assemble to greet the starter with the first boat drawn in the wave on the Grafton side of the river (left as you look at 
the start boat) and the outside boat on the Ski Lodge side of the river. 
A line from the start boat square across the river will be the start line and must not be broken before the race start. 
With five minutes to go the Australian flag and a green flag will go up and with 30 seconds to start the green flag will go down and 
skiers may enter the water and ropes may be run out. Do not pass the start boat until the Australian flag is dropped indicating the 
start of the race. When the first grid of boats have left, the second wave will be on two minutes, at one minute to start the Australian 
and green flags will be re-raised. This procedure will continue until all boats have left. 
Boats having missed starts or a stoppage in the race will not be allowed to continue and will be seeded as non finishers. 
If for any reason a start is to be delayed a red flag will be shown. When the red flag is dropped this will show 3 minutes until race 
start.  
After leaving the start area you will proceed down river past the Junction Hill boat ramp till you come to a sweeping left hand bend. 
This is where the pole one boat will pick up some orange buoys to guide them across to the back of Susan Island. When you are 
coming down the back of Susan Island approximately two thirds of the way down you will find a orange buoy marking shallow 
water. This orange buoy must be kept on your left. 
When you reach the end of the island another orange buoy will mark a sand bar and must again be kept on your left. 
The Grafton Bridge is now in sight and a large orange lead-up buoy can be spotted over to the right, followed by a two-buoy turn. 
The pole boat must stay on these buoys and not slide as to be fair to the outside boat. On exiting the corner you are on the run to the 
finish line and pole boat must not come over to the Crown bank and cut outside boat off on this right hand bend. 
Approaching the finish there will be three fluorescent yellow buoys keeping you off the Crown wharf and must be kept on your 
right. The chequered finish buoy will be directly opposite the Bowling Club in the same finish position as the Bridge to Bridge 
finish buoy and must be kept on your left. 
After finishing, continue down past the large Boral barge and pull up in a straight line and retrieve your skiers. If your skier drops 
around the finish to boat ramp area, do not retrieve them. A pickup boat will be in the area as we do not want wash in this area. 
There will be tow back boats awaiting your arrival to tow you back to the ramp. Under NO circumstances are you to return to the 
bank under your own steam. THIS WILL BE AN IMMEDIATE DISQUALIFICATION.  
Boats may take pole off other opponents but must have 400 to 500 metres as not to hinder their run. Definitely no squeezing or 
cutting off will be permitted, and disqualification on report from a course boat will be final. 
Race numbers for Sunday will be provided by Zone 3 and handed out at Crown Hotel on Saturday afternoon between 4.00pm & 
5.00pm. 
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